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Inspiring display of patriotism

During a naturalization ceremony
held on March 11, Isaw people from
different parts of the world united
together. I participated as a facilitator,
passing out information for the people
attending. All the people who were
celebrating their naturalization were
excited about the opportunity they are
offered by America.

It was a great experience for Eng-
lish for Speakers of Other Languages
students attending, because most of
us are from different parts of the
world, and at some point, we will be
doing this process for ourselves.

The new citizens felt excited, espe-
cially when they took the oath and
declared tobe citizens of America.
They all felt proud. Although the new
citizens came from different parts of
the world and have different values,
visions and creativity, they have com-
‘mon goals of a better life, democracy,
and freedom in the United States.

HAIMANOT HAILU
HENRIETTA
Monroe Community College student

A 'Castles in the Air’ moment

T was listening to the oldies the
other night when I couldn’t help but
equate a line from Don McLean's song
“Castles in the Air” to Fox News and
their believers. The verse that says:
“The music plays and everyone must
dance.”

DAVID W. WOODS

ROCHESTER

Health care and the almighty

In Cal Thomas’ April 23 column he
expresses the concern that due to
Obamacare doctors may consider
costs when treating patients and the
dollar will rule with the Almighty
having to take a “back seat.” This may
be breaking news to Thomas but,
prior to Obamacare, HMOs were do-
ing exactly that for decades.

His solution is to have the Repub-
licans replace Obamacare with “some-
thing better.” History proves that will
1ot happen. Over 20 years ago when
Republicans successfully defeated
Clinton’s attempt at health care re-

form, they promised us they could do it
better. They never did do it better. They
never even tried. They prefer to leave
it tothe “free market,” which we all
know has a single purpose: pursuit of
the almighty dollar:

WILLIAM WAGNER

PENFIELD

‘Gun free’ or 'free fire'?

Those refusing any type of gun con-
trol now embrace the phrase “gun free
zones.” It suggests that places in Amer-
ica where guns are not legally allowed
would be safer if we let guns in. I beg to
inform them that the domestic slaugh-
ter of innocent Americans by other
Americans using guns permeates every
part of American society. Day cares,
hospitals, court houses, schools, mil-
itary bases, churches, theaters ... doT
have to go on. There are no “gun free”
zones in America. If there were, no one
would be getting shot. The horrific
belief that arming everyone, anytime,
and anywhere, will only move us from
fictitious “gun free” zones and into
very real “free fire zones.”

MARK PARSONS

BROCKPORT

Dare to pursue passions

“Passion” (from the Latin verb
meaning to suffer) is a term applied to
avery strong feeling about a person or
thing. Passion is an intense emotion
compelling enthusiasm or desire.

We (humans) are sometimes cloudy
as to definition of passion or not secure
with the idea of passion. Why is this?
Open up and explore, create and eman-
cipate yourself.

Let us be passionate about some-
thing that matters to us, and be able to
express and work with our passion to
create wonderfulness. It seems that we
are more unsure and perhaps fearful
because we don't know where this will
take us. Well, I say try it. Express those
hidden feelings in an appropriate and
worthwhile manner and you will see
that you are not alone, and others will
probably be very impressed with your
new-found attitude and compelling
reinforcement.

KAREN BAKER
BRIGHTON




