Book Buddies Wanted for “If All of Rochester Read the Same Book…” 

Writers & Books, Inc. in cooperation with the Visiting Scholars Series and the MCC English Philosophy Department have chosen The Good Thief by Hannah Tinti as the 2011 “If All of Rochester Read the Same Book”… selection. I will be using the Book Buddy program with this book in my Introduction to Literature Class. The Book Buddy program is comprised of matching students with faculty, staff and administrators in e-mail “conversations” about the novel as we read it together. We will begin reading the book Friday, March 4, 2011. If you would like to sign up as a Book Buddy with one of my students to discuss the rich story-telling and wildly engaging characters of this book, please e-mail me at epierce@monroecc.edu.
Ren, a twelve-year-old orphan who is missing his left hand has been trying to find answers to many of the unanswered questions of his short life. When Benjamin Nab appears and claims to be Ren’s long-lost loving brother, he convinces the monks of the orphanage to release the boy and gives Ren hope for the future. As Ren, however, is introduced into a life of harrowing scrapes and turns filled with outrageous scam artists, grave robbers and petty thieves, he begins to think that Benjamin is not all he claims to be.
Named one of the best books of the year by The Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle and Kirkus Review and hailed as a New York Times Notable Book of the Year, Tinti’s The Good Thief is Dickensian in its rich storytelling, is gothically spooky set in 19th century New England, and hosts unforgettable characters (a giant assassin, a black market dentist, a doctor who secretly buys corpses for autopsy “research”) that are reminiscent of the writing of Mark Twain and Robert Louis Stevenson.                                                                                                                  
Ms. Tinti’s visit to MCC is sponsored by the Visiting Scholars Series and the English/Philosophy Department during the College Hour on Friday, March 25, 2011 in Monroe A and B. A Book Buddy reception will precede the author’s visit at noon on Wednesday, March 23, 2011.
