


Agricultural  Update

The development of a four-credit course 
in agricultural entrepreneurship will get 
under way this summer, and a three-
credit introductory course in agricultural 
sciences is anticipated. A proposal has 
been drafted for an associate’s degree in 
agricultural science that would include 
two or three new courses offered by 
MCC. The College of Agriculture Life 
Sciences at Cornell University has given 
subject-matter expertise in developing 
the program and provided strong support 
on issues of integrating coursework 
between the academic institutions. Also, 
funding is  being sought by MCC and 
ALSI to establish this degree program.

Agricultural curriculas 
and workforce trainings

Upcoming Highlights
A program to brand agricultural products grown in Monroe County is underway and 
will consist of guidelines, labeling and terms of use. The branding program will be 
introduced as products are harvested.
ALSI will be moving to Brighton Campus during August 2008. ALSI will be housed 
in Building 8 and with the Biology Department which is under the Division of 
Science, Health and Business.
The Northwest Agricultural District renewal is underway; staff will be providing 
participatory assistance and analysis regarding this important and critical program for 
farmers and owners of agricultural lands.

ALSI

Ad in Suburban News and Messenger 
Post papers targeting consumers to “Keep 
Monroe County Agriculture strong.”

The Agriculture and Life Sciences Institute is supported by a grant from the County of Monroe.

Monroe Community College

 www.monroecc.edu/depts/agriculture

Ted Miller, Henrietta 
Greenhouse, public market

Bob Colby, Spencerport 
Dairy, vegetables

Jack Moore, Henrietta 
Farm market, fruits, vegetables, greenhouse

Jim Doan, Hamlin  
Beekeeper

Cathy Martin, Hamlin  
Vegetables

Brian Beh, Webster  
Farm market, greenhouse, vegetables

Craig Michaloski, Greece
Fruit

Chuck Winship, Springwater 
Maple syrup, forestry

Rhett Smith, Pittsford  
Agriculture business

Rocky Ellsworth, Hamlin
Dairy

Sue Wagner, Perinton
Dairy, vegetables

Jessica Sweeny, Greece
Livestock, youth education

Sherri Maysick, Riga
Dairy, youth education 

Marie Krenzer, Wheatland
Grain, vegetables

Don Sweet, Rush
Certifi ed crop advisor

 Advisory Members

Jack Moore of Gro Moore Farms and Kim Zuber of 
Zuber Farms talk with MCC students about farming.

“Buy Local” - Grown in Monroe County 

Currently within the food sector, households have been increasingly  
purchasing foods labeled as organic, sustainable, and or locally grown.  

By providing a “buy local” program, Monroe County consumers will be able to 
readily identify and differentiate local products sought for purchase. Consumers 
preferring to buy from Monroe County producers will be able to readily identify 
and know where to buy produce. The act of buying local stimulates the county’s 
economy thereby encouraging the use of agricultural lands for farming purposes, 
and the indirect amenities it provides such as implementation of comprehensive 
plans and as a source of open space.  

With funding from “COMIDA”, resource support from ALSI, and under the 
auspices of the Monroe County Agriculture and Farmland Protection Board, the 
creation of a county based agricultural marketing program is under way. The 
program will include: 1) identifi cation of Monroe County grown and produced 
agricultural products, especially fruits, vegetables and value added products; and 2) 
guidelines for branding of Monroe County agricultural products.


