Dangerous Earth (Geo 137-002) – Fall 2008
MWF 9:00-9:50AM, room 11-303
Course Information Sheet

Professor  Jessica Barone




E-mail  jbarone@monroecc.edu

Office  8-420





Geo. Dept. Office  8-210
Office #  292-2448





Geo. Dept. #  292-2425

Office hours

        
 Mon. 2-3PM 
    Tues. 1-2PM 
Wed. 1-2PM 
     Thurs. 8:30-9:30AM
Fri. 8-9AM
    
 * Natural Science Education Center (9-129) hour: Mon. 1-2PM
Textbook

Natural Hazards, Earth’s Processes as Hazards, Disasters and Catastrophes, Second Edition, by Keller and Blodgett 2008 with Hazard City CD
Course Description

This course begins with a brief introduction to fundamental geologic principles including the rock cycle and plate tectonics.  The remainder of the course concentrates on the origin/causes, history and impacts of various natural hazards.   This is a science course that does not have a laboratory section; therefore experiments, in-class assignments and videos have been incorporated into the lecture meetings.

Course Objectives  

· Understand the difference between a disaster, catastrophe and a natural process.

· Understand the importance of the scientific method in risk assessment and prediction.

· Understand how natural hazards are linked to one another.

· Recognize the human influence on hazards via population increase and land-use changes.

· Understand the magnitude-frequency concept and relate it to specific hazards.

· Recognize which regions on Earth are prone to certain hazards and understand why.

· Recognize the benefits of certain natural hazards.

Course Requirements


3 exams (100 pts each)




 = 300 points


Final exam (1/3 cumulative)    



 = 150 points


Quizzes/Assignments/Videos/Field Trip/HW

 = 150 points (approx.)









  Total = 600 points (approx.)

Grading Scale

The total number of points earned divided by the total possible points determines the course letter grade.  Classroom participation and attendance may be used to evaluate borderline grades.
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Make-up Policy
· You must contact you professor within 24 hours of a missed exam in order to be given the opportunity to make up the exam.

· If you do not contact your professor within 24 hours, you will receive a 0 for that exam.

· You will only be given the opportunity to make up an exam one time during the semester.

· Make-up exams may differ from in-class exams (NO multiple choice; all essays/short answers).  A penalty of 10 points or more will be applied to all make-up exams.

· Quizzes/in-class assignments/homework worth 10 or less points may not be made-up (exceptions to be determined by professor).  Those worth greater than 10 points may be made-up ONLY if the student has contacted the professor within 24 hours of the originally scheduled due date. 

· Assignments may not be handed in once they have been graded and returned to the class.  Most assignments are returned the next class meeting after their due date!

· Late assignments may be handed in based on the discretion of the professor.  A penalty of at least 50% will be applied to all late assignments.  Homework assignments are due at the start of class; if you are late to class, your homework is late!
· Quizzes are given in the first 8 minutes of class, if you are late, you will receive a 0. 

Attendance Policy
· Attendance will be taken each day (college requirement).  Exams, quizzes, and assignments are largely based on materials presented in class.
· YOU MAY OR MAY NOT BE WITHDRAWN BASED ON ATTENDANCE!

· Contacting your professor is recommended if you know you are going to miss class or within 24 hours after having already missed a class.  If you do not contact your professor you will be unable to make-up any missed assignments/exams etc. 

· If you miss three classes and have not contacted your professor within 24 hours after the third absence to explain your absences, you may be withdrawn from the course!
· If you are consistently late to class, you may be withdrawn from the course.  Each late arrival is equivalent to 1/3 of an absence!
· Your source for missed notes is another student in the class, NOT your professor!

Course Withdrawal

You may or may not be withdrawn from a course based on attendance.  Therefore, it is your responsibility to withdraw from a course or discuss your options with your professor.  You will generally be given your up-to-date grade after each exam or assignment; therefore you will know your status throughout the semester.  Additional information on course withdrawal can be found in the student handbook.  The last day to withdraw from the course and receive a W for a grade is Friday, November 21st in person or Saturday, November 22nd online.
Academic Honesty

Actions will be taken against any student found conducting himself/herself dishonestly; defined by acts such as cheating or plagiarism.  Actions may include loss of points, permanent removal from class and assignment of an F for the course.  Cheating is defined as the unauthorized use or exchange of information by students or others for the purpose of achieving unfair advantage in the
classroom or examining process.  Plagiarism is defined as offering the work of someone else as one’s own.  Any student who fails to give credit for ideas or materials that are taken from another, verbatim or in paraphrase, is guilty of plagiarism.  A more detailed description of academic honesty can be found in the student handbook.

Student Professionalism


                    Respect for self and others in words and deeds
                           Responsibility for one’s own success through personal accountability
                                     Reality of the expectations and standards in a college environment  
· Disruptive, rude, impolite, or any other conduct viewed as to degrade the character of any person will not be tolerated.  You may be warned and then removed from class.     

· Talking during class other than direct, relevant questions or comments regarding the current topic will not be tolerated. You may be warned and then removed from class.  

· The ringing of cell phones during class is extremely distracting to the students and the professor.  TURN IT OFF BEFORE CLASS BEGINS (or set it on etiquette mode)! 

· If your cell phone rings, your professor may answer it AND you will lose 5 points off of your upcoming exam!  

· If your cell phone rings during an exam, you will lose 10 points on that exam!

· If you have an emergency situation where there is a need to be contacted by a cell phone, you are to inform your professor prior to the start of class.  

· If you choose to text-message, listen to your iPod, etc. during class, you may lose 5 points off of your upcoming exam!

· The professor will dismiss the class at an appropriate point in the lecture.  This will generally correspond to the end of the scheduled class time!

Learning Center Information

MCC has many learning centers where students may go for extra assistance for any course being taken during the semester. Learning centers are staffed with instructional personnel and may be equipped with computers to assist students.  It is recommended that students use these Learning Centers to get additional assistance with concepts learned in the classroom and with their homework. Information on learning centers can be found in the Brighton Electronic Learning Center (11-106).

* The Natural Science Education Center (NSEC - located in 9-129) is a learning center that is staffed with professors of the various sciences (Geology, Geography, Biology and Chemistry).  A schedule indicating the times different professors are available for assistance will be provided within the second week of the semester, and will also be posted on door of 9-129.

Students with Special Needs

The college provides appropriate accommodations for students who have documented disabilities, such as visual or hearing impairments, orthopedic or mobility problems, emotional problems, chronic health problems, and learning disabilities.  Services may include special testing arrangements, note takers, assistive technology, sign language, etc.  Students who request accommodations must indicate on their college applications that they have a disability.  Students must be able to document any disability for which the College provides assistance. (From MCC Catalog & Student Handbook)

Emergency Closings

If MCC is closed due to inclement weather or some other emergency, all Rochester area radio and television stations will be notified no later than 5:30 AM.  In addition, the homepage on the MCC website (www.monroecc.edu) will display a message indicating the College is closed.  Please do not call the College to avoid overloading the telephone lines.

Class Cancellation

For daily info on cancelled classes go to www.monroecc.edu, then to “Quick Links” and then click on “Class Cancellations” OR call 292-2066 (press “1” for Brighton Campus or “2” for Damon Campus)

Academic Calendar 

Refer to the following calendar for important dates for the Fall 2008 semester.
	September 1*
	Monday
	Last Day for Dropping Courses via the Web with 100% Refund of Tuition and Fees (Preceding Business Day is Friday, August 29)*

	September 1
	Monday 
	LABOR DAY - COLLEGE CLOSED

	September 2
	Tuesday
	CLASSES BEGIN - Late Registration Fee Required

	September 8
	Monday 
	Last Day for 75% Refund of Tuition and Fees

	September 8
	Monday 
	Last Day to Add a Course without Instructor/Departmental Approval (Green Slip)

	September 15
	Monday
	Last Day for 50% Refund of Tuition and Fees

	September 22
	Monday 
	Last Day for 25% Refund of Tuition and Fees

	September 22
	Monday
	Last Day Students May Drop Course(s) 

	September 23
	Tuesday
	Course Withdrawal Period Begins

	November 22*
	Saturday
	Last Day for a Student to Withdraw from an Individual Course With a Grade of “W” (Preceding Business Day is Friday, November 21)*

	November 22*
	Saturday
	Last Day for Faculty to Recommend Course Withdrawals for Non-attendance (Preceding Business Day is Friday, November 21)*

	November 26
	Wednesday
	Evening Classes Do Not Meet (classes beginning 5:00 p.m. or later)

	November 27-30
	Thurs-Sun
	THANKSGIVING RECESS - COLLEGE CLOSED (No-Classes)

	December 1
	Monday
	CLASSES RESUME

	December 12
	Friday
	Last Day of Classes

	December 12
	Friday
	Last Day to Apply for a Program Change

	December 12
	Friday
	Last Day for a Student to Process a Complete Withdrawal from the College with a Grade of “W”

	December 13-18
	Sat-Thurs
	FINAL EXAMINATION PERIOD FOR DAY, EVENING and SATURDAY CLASSES

	December 23
	Tuesday
	Final Grades Due by 12:00 noon - ALL COURSES

	December 25 - January 1
	Thursday - Thursday
	COLLEGE CLOSED

	*Weekend and holiday (Labor Day, Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, etc.) deadlines refer to transactions submitted via the Web. In person transactions must be completed by the preceding business day.

NOTE: All students who wish to receive a degree from Monroe Community College must file an“Intent to Graduate Application” upon registering for their last semester

NOTE: Deadlines may be different for varied length courses. Please refer to the MCC Catalog for additional details


Course Schedule/Readings

· Chapters in textbook should be read prior to beginning the topic in class.

· Quizzes (unless they are surprise) are generally announced two classes in advance.

· Not all assignments are announced in advance!

· This schedule is subject to change!!!!!




Week 


Topic (Chapter #)/Exams


Week 1


Introduction to Natural Hazards/Geological Processes (Ch. 1)


Week 2


Introduction to Natural Hazards/Geological Processes (Ch. 1)




Week 3


Earthquakes (Ch. 2)


Week 4


Earthquakes (Ch. 2)





EXAM 1 (Chapters 1 & 2)


Week 5


Volcanoes (Ch. 4)



Week 6


Volcanoes (Ch. 4); Flooding (Ch. 5)


Week 7


Flooding (Ch. 5) 


Week 8


Mass Wasting (Ch. 6)


Week 9


Subsidence (Ch. 7)





EXAM 2 (Chapters 4-7)


Week 10


Atmosphere and Severe Weather (Ch. 8)


Week 11


Atmosphere and Severe Weather (Ch.8)



Week 12

 
Coastal Hazards (Ch. 10) including portions of Ch. 3 (Tsunamis) 





& Ch. 9 (Hurricanes)








Week 13

EXAM 3 (Chapters 8 & 10; portions of 3 & 9);







Climate and Climate Change (Ch. 11)

THANKSGIVING BREAK (11/27-11/30)


Week 14


Climate and Climate Change (Ch. 9); Wildfires (Ch. 12)   



Week 15


Impacts/Extinctions (Ch. 13)





FINAL EXAM (100 pts new; 50 pts cumulative)







* The final exam is given during final exams week!
Suggested Study Methods

· Do not wait until the last minute to study for an exam!

· Re-read/re-write notes within 2-3 days after taking them in class.

· Make flashcards! 

· Sketch important figures/concepts.

· Read textbook/practice questions within & at the end of the chapters. 

· Review any in-class/homework assignments or other handouts.

· Answer questions on review sheet or other review materials.

· Study with another student or group of students.

· Test yourself or have someone else test you once you have already studied.

· Go to instructor’s office hours PREPARED with questions!
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Dangerous Earth (Geo 137-001) – Fall 2008
MWF 10:00-10:50AM, room 11-303

Course Information Sheet

Professor  Jessica Barone




E-mail  jbarone@monroecc.edu

Office  8-420





Geo. Dept. Office  8-210

Office #  292-2448





Geo. Dept. #  292-2425

Office hours

        
 Mon. 2-3PM 
    Tues. 1-2PM 
Wed. 1-2PM 
     Thurs. 8:30-9:30AM
Fri. 8-9AM

    
 * Natural Science Education Center (9-129) hour: Mon. 1-2PM
Textbook

Natural Hazards, Earth’s Processes as Hazards, Disasters and Catastrophes, Second Edition, by Keller and Blodgett 2008 with Hazard City CD
Course Description

This course begins with a brief introduction to fundamental geologic principles including the rock cycle and plate tectonics.  The remainder of the course concentrates on the origin/causes, history and impacts of various natural hazards.   This is a science course that does not have a laboratory section; therefore experiments, in-class assignments and videos have been incorporated into the lecture meetings.

Course Objectives  

· Understand the difference between a disaster, catastrophe and a natural process.

· Understand the importance of the scientific method in risk assessment and prediction.

· Understand how natural hazards are linked to one another.

· Recognize the human influence on hazards via population increase and land-use changes.

· Understand the magnitude-frequency concept and relate it to specific hazards.

· Recognize which regions on Earth are prone to certain hazards and understand why.

· Recognize the benefits of certain natural hazards.

Course Requirements


3 exams (100 pts each)




 = 300 points


Final exam (1/3 cumulative)    



 = 150 points


Quizzes/Assignments/Videos/Field Trip/HW

 = 150 points (approx.)









  Total = 600 points (approx.)

Grading Scale

The total number of points earned divided by the total possible points determines the course letter grade.  Classroom participation and attendance may be used to evaluate borderline grades.
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The New 3Rs





MCC


Monroe Community College





 Respect, 


     Responsibility, 


 Reality











