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$2,500 
S C H O L A R S H I P  

(In general, scholarship funds are credited towards tuition at MCC.) 

 

UNIVERSAL   
HUMANISM  of  HOPE 

Endowed by J a n  Z . W i r a n o w s k i  
(Yahn Z.Viranovsky) 

Professor of Mathematics (formerly of Foreign Languages) 
to express his care for students, his gratitude to MCC and to 

underscore his faith in an enlightened human potential. 

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A T H E M A T I C S  
MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE  

ROCHESTER, NY 
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UNIVERSAL HUMANISM OF HOPE 

Universal Humanism of Hope or Astro-Planetary Humanism of Hope is a concept designed to be thought 
provoking, subject to exploration and further development by the interested and committed. Source of the 
concept: over 70 years of life experiences, observation and reflection on a life trail through barbarisms of war, 
life-or-death situations, ruthless oppression, misery, hunger, discrimination, injustice and abuse – all the way to 
the affirmation of faith in an enlightened human potential and in humanism of hope. Thus, A Universal 
Humanist of Hope is a humanist of today and of tomorrow, a human being with big horizons, universally 
educated and caring; a person who aspires to freedom from the confines of societal cocoons; someone dedicated 
to the individual and collective human rights and interests, as well as to animal rights. All of this within the 
context of this awesome, inspiring, and challenging Universe of which humans are an integral part; a Universe 
that may be  impacted through sciences whenever necessary and possible, in order to insure welfare and survival 
of the species. And also, in order to advance the unyielding quest for human identity and its place and role in the 
Universe, if any. 

E L I G I B I L I T Y 

Any full-time student currently enrolled at Monroe Community College meeting the following requirements: 

1. Must have successfully completed at least 12 credit hours.  

2. Must have a cumulative MCC G.P.A. of 3.7 or higher.  

3. A brief informative meeting between the applicant and the founder of the Scholarship, Professor J. Wiranowski (Rm. 
8-618; tel.: 292-2962), is required prior to submitting the Application.  

4. Read the Concept Information Pamphlet about Universal Humanism of Hope available from Professor Jan (Yahn) 
Wiranowski or in the Math Department Office  (8-510). 

5. A typed essay (1000 word minimum)  is required from the applicant, addressing the following: 

 Imaginative and creative exploration of the idea of Universal Humanism of Hope  

 How the idea of Universal Humanism of Hope has in the past and may in the future relate to the applicant’s 
 activities and/or career. 

(For more information, refer to pamphlet obtained from Professor Wiranowski.) 

      

R E Q U I R E D  D O C U M E N T S 

Please submit only the following: 
 Scholarship Information Form (page 5) 
 Applicant's essay (as described in requirement #5 above) 
 Two letters of recommendation from Monroe Community College faculty representing different disciplines  

(forms: pages 6 -7) 

 Transcripts containing grades for any mathematics or area of specialization courses not taken at Monroe Community 
College.  Transcripts for MCC courses are not needed. 

 Any official information, in writing (transcripts, letters of recognition, awards, other), regarding applicant’s successful 
involvement in the areas of intellectual or humanistic interest – if available 
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LETTER TO THE APPLICANT FROM PROFESSOR JAN Z. WIRANOWSKI 

Dear Applicant, 

Please accept my best wishes for the realization of your professional dreams and goals. Like you, I too had dreams and 
still do. 

This letter explains how the scholarships I have endowed came about. My life experiences: World War II with its bombs, 
bullets, fires, persecution, concentration camps, fear, hunger, shortages, child abuse, travel in freight cars, on the roof of 
the train; personal mistakes, failures and victories in life; passion for becoming multi-lingual and for mathematics, for 
mountains and skiing; desire to see the World; rough times; support from two Colleges, and from good and intelligent 
people who believed in human potential; perseverance and hard work; development of a personal philosophy of the 
astro-planetary humanism or univeersal humanism of hope; confronting adversities by the rule: “Damn the torpedoes! 
Full speed ahead!” All of these experiences have contributed to the fact that today students in two colleges receive 
annually over $10,000 in my endowed scholarships. It has been and still is a daunting yet exciting multi-lingual, multi-
career journey: “from rags to teaches” (book-memoir, in progress).  

My story: The year is 1939. Hitler attacks Poland from the West, Stalin from the East. The Pact von Ribbentrop-Molotov 
(Between Germany and the Soviet Union) aims at erasing Poland from the map of Europe. I am barely seven. While 
fleeing the Nazis, we face deportation to Siberia by the Soviets. On a drizzly November night, the boat tips over and we 
fall into the river Bug – demarcation line between the Nazis and the Soviets – while trying to reach Warsaw. Enduring 
several years of Nazi occupation – with all the killings, savagery and the Holocaust unleashed by Hitler. On August 1st, 
1944, the Warsaw Uprising erupts. Ensues the total destruction of the city, population becomes decimated.  At one point 
the Nazis are herding us to a concentration camp, but my Father pushes me behind a culvert in a ditch and orders me to 
stay there until they disappear – I am eleven years old. A year later (1945), the War ends and the forty year domination of 
Poland by the Soviets begins. At the age of sixteen, I decide to flee to the West, but nothing happens for another ten years: 
the Iron Curtain is impenetrable. In the meantime, I become fascinated with the sound of language. I listen to the BBC 
and to the Voice of America in English, to Radio Paris in French. Foreign languages become music to my ears. I study 
English, French, German, and Esperanto on my own.  

After having outwitted the secret police, I scale the Iron Curtain on August 12th, 1959, with $18 in my pocket and begin 
living by means of no means in the Free World. Ironically, in said Free World, not only am I free from the Communists, 
but I am also liberated from home, from money, from work, from food and… from the immediate future. Progressively, I 
do volunteer work in the Alps, pick grapes in Champagne, become a messenger on bike in Paris – initially living in a 
room without electricity, without water and with a small window limiting my horizon to a dirty stairway – and finally, in 
February 1960, I become a “chef d’équipe” in a French foundry, near Le Mans. In March and April of 1962, I teach 
skiing in the French Alps. In May, I travel to Italy to say “Arrivederci Europa”, before leaving Europe for America. At 
the end of May (1962), I land in New York with $300 in my wallet. With a degree of sadness it dawns on me that my three 
years of residence in France are now over, but I look eagerly forward to discovering America. I settle in New Britain, 
Connecticut, and work as a precision grinder. Concurrently, I am struggling in ENG 101, a night class in a local college 
(only three months after coming to USA).  A year and a half later I look for a job as a ski instructor. 

1963, late November. I am making a trip in my gigantic 1958 Pontiac Chieftain – the first car I ever owned – from 
Connecticut to the Middlebury College Snow Bowl in Vermont, a ski area owed by Middlebury College. I am hired as a 
ski instructor for $70 a week. I will live on the highest floor of the Middlebury Inn, eat in the basement with the service 
crew, shovel snow around the Inn early in the morning, teach skiing at the Bowl during the day, entertain the Inn guests in 
the evening or work at the reception desk in the Main Lobby. 

Towards the end of the skiing season, I am introduced to the Director of the Language Schools at Middlebury College. 
Middlebury College is one of the best graduate language schools nationwide, with a broad array of Middlebury Graduate 
and Undergraduate language schools established in many foreign countries. Parenthetically, the former President of 
Poland, Lech Wałęsa, who together with President Reagan and Pope John Paul contributed to the collapse of the Soviet 
Empire, was awarded by Middlebury College a Doctorate Honoris Causa, in the year 2000. 
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During my three years in France, before coming to America, I made every possible effort to learn French better than 
anyone else, through self-study, through the endless daily practice and through asking innumerable questions of the 
people around me. It was truly PASSION at work. Mastery of French became my idée fixe. I channeled all my energies 
towards that objective, and I succeeded.  

Hence, I was now ready for the opportunity that suddenly presented itself to me in Middlebury. Based upon my B.S. 
Degree from Poland and on my remarkable fluency in French, I was immediately accepted to the Summer Graduate 
Program at Middlebury College (1964). Quite incredibly, a few weeks later I was offered a position as a French teacher 
in the local junior/senior high school, in Middlebury, and received excellent classroom evaluations from the start. 
Interestingly enough, I had never studied French in college prior to that Summer Session in Middlebury, which only 
underscores the fact that “where there is a will, there is a way”. The following year, I went with a Middlebury College 
Graduate Program to Paris (studies at the Sorbonne included) and earned my Master Degree in French, in 1966. I 
furthermore completed all graduate work for a Ph.D. in French at the University of Rochester, and did some teaching. 

In 1967, I was hired as a French instructor at Monroe Community College, in Rochester, NY. Next, I broadened my 
language skills by studying in Spain, Italy and Mexico, in order to also teach Spanish and Italian. 

But change is a must, so we must change. In 1982, after several years of intensive graduate studies in mathematics (my 
new direction and passion) in addition to my full employment at MCC, I became a member of the Mathematics 
Department. I have now been teaching mathematics for nearly thirty years, and have also published creatively in the field 
of mathematics. 

During my many years of service to MCC, since 1967, I have been continually inspired and encouraged by many 
prominent members of the College Community whose vision and faith in human potential have significantly impacted my 
career. It is against this intellectually fertile, non-myopic but thoroughly exhilarating background at MCC that I was able 
to meet head on the challenges of my significant professional diversification and intellectual enrichment.  

In 1984, I cofounded the MCC Winter Mountaineers Club. I subsequently organized and led MCC winter expeditions to 
the Adirondacks, several times each season, over the period of ten years.  Having been repeatedly listed in the Who’s 
Who Among America’s Teachers, I have always remained in close association with my students.  

Finally, because of the wonderful things that happened to me in both Colleges, at Middlebury College in Middlebury, 
Vermont, and at Monroe Community College in Rochester, NY, I am now repaying my debt of gratitude, by having 
created scholarships for the students in both Colleges.  

Currently, hosted by the Math Department at MCC, there are three endowed J. Z. Wiranowski Renaissance Scholarships, 
$2000 each, for students majoring in math, math-based science, or for students with varied academic backgrounds and 
significant life experiences, and also one endowed $2500 Universal Humanism of Hope Scholarship. At Middlebury 
College, there is one endowed $3000 J.Z.Wiranowski French Graduate Scholarship “In Remembrance of the Snows of 
Yesteryear”. This amounts to the total of over $10,000 that students receive annually through my scholarships, to further 
their education. Additional substantial scholarship funds will kick in when I kick out – hopefully in good humanistic 
spirits.  

By sharing with you the gist of my still incomplete (I trust) life story, I hope to further encourage you to vigorously pursue 
your intellectual and professional goals in spite of any “torpedoes” that might appear on the horizon. I also hope that 
someday you will be able to assist people who are in need and strive to learn. Thanks. 

With my best wishes for your continued success, 

Jan (Yahn) Z. Wiranowski  

Professor of Mathematics  
(formerly, also Professor of Foreign Languages) 
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SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION FORM 

 
APPLICANT'S NAME   ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Banner Student Number   _M_______________________  Telephone  ( _____ )  _________________ 
   
Street Address     ______________________________________________________________    
 
City, State, Zip     ______________________________________________________________ 

Email Address      ______________________________________________________________ 

Completed Courses Relevant to this Scholarship 

Institution Course Title Course Number Credits Grade 

     

     

     

     

     

Current Courses Relevant to this Scholarship 

Institution Course Title Course Number Credits Average

     

     

     

     

        

Area of specialization / program of study:  ________________________________________ 

 Recommendations requested from: 

1.  _________________________________      2.  _________________________________ 

 
Signature   ______________________________________      Date  ___________________ 
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Applicant's Name    __________________________________________  Recommendation from MCC Faculty 
 
To the candidate:  This form is to be completed by a Monroe Community College faculty member. Two references from 
different educational disciplines are required. Please enter your name on the line above and give this form to an instructor 
who knows you well. 
 
Dear Faculty Member: 

The student named above is applying for Jan Z. Wiranowski Universal Humanism of Hope Scholarship. In order to help 
the Scholarship Committee obtain an accurate picture of the applicant's qualifications, we ask that you answer these 
questions as fully and candidly as possible. 
 
Faculty Member's name and position  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Department  ____________________________________         Telephone Extension ______________ 
 
Your comments on this student are based on: 

 Length of time you have known the applicant:   ____________________________________ 

 Your relationship to the applicant:  ______________________________________________ 

 The course(s)/semester(s) you taught this student:   

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 Other  _______________________________________________________________________ 

 
In comparison to the approximately ________ students I have evaluated in the past two years, I would place this 
nominee in (check one): 

 the top 10 %  the top 25 %  the top 50 %  below average 

Narrative Comments:  Please comment on the qualifications of the candidate and why you feel this candidate is deserving 
of the award. Try to comment on the following:  aptitude for further study, enthusiasm, initiative, maturity, and the ability to 
relate to others. Feel free to use additional space if needed.   (Please type.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signature __________________________________________________  Date __________________________ 

Please return your recommendation to the Monroe Community College Mathematics Department Office. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
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The student named above is applying for Jan Z. Wiranowski Universal Humanism of Hope Scholarship. In order to help 
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 Length of time you have known the applicant:   ____________________________________ 

 Your relationship to the applicant:  ______________________________________________ 

 The course(s)/semester(s) you taught this student:   

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Signature __________________________________________________  Date __________________________ 

Please return your recommendation to the Monroe Community College Mathematics Department Office. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 


