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Agenda 

• Why Multiple Measures for Placement 

• MCC Placement Information  

• Guided Pathways Context 

• Student Supports & Success 

• Q&A
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Multiple Measures Assessment Definition   

• ....a system that combines two or more measures to 

place students into appropriate courses and/or supports

(Barnett and Reddy, 2017)
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Why Multiple Measures? 

• Research has shown that a number of students are under-placed 
or over-placed 

• Alternative measures — particularly high school GPA— offer 
substantially better predictions of which students will succeed in 
college-level courses

• Improve placement accuracy and help more students take and 
pass entry-level math and English, and other gateway courses

• Widespread movement among colleges for the use of multiple 
measures 

https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Modernizing-College-Course-Placement-by-Using-Multiple-Measures.pdf

https://www.ecs.org/wp-content/uploads/Modernizing-College-Course-Placement-by-Using-Multiple-Measures.pdf


MCC Placement Information 
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Examples of  Multiple Measures

– High school or college transcripts

– Highest level of coursework completed in a subject area and 
corresponding course grade

– Attitude surveys

– Vocational or career aptitude interest inventories

– Specialized certificates or licenses

– Education and employment histories

– Military training and experience

– Interviews

– Holistic scoring processes
https://assessment.cccco.edu/what-are-multiple-measures

https://assessment.cccco.edu/what-are-multiple-measures
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Multiple Measures Already Used at MCC

• We already use more than one measure

– Accuplacer

– Regent’s Scores within the last three years

– Specific Course Completion and Grade

– SAT, ACT, AP

– High School GPA
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How MCC Students Have Been Placed (English)

Fall 2019:

First Time Students:

53% Placement Waived

39% Tested

8%   Other

Tested does not mean 

transcripts or HS GPA 

missing.
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How MCC Students Have Been Placed (Math)

Fall 2019:

First Time Students:

70% Tested

25% High School 

Transcript

5%   Other

Tested does not mean 

transcripts or HS GPA 

missing.
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CAPR Recommendations

• Testing

• HS GPA’s

• Both together

• Both plus other data points
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MCC Results
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Differences Between High School’s

• High School GPA appears predictive regardless of the high 
school the student attended.

• First time in college students from fall 2018 and fall 2019 
examined

• On a 100 point high school GPA scale students who scored:

– 83 had a 70% change of a C or better in English 101

– 71 to 82 a 50% chance of a C or better in English 101

– Below 71, students had less than a 50% chance of a C or better in 
English 101

• Multiple High Schools were looked at and the cut scores 
remained consistent



Guided Pathways Context
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Guided Pathways Context
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Guided Pathways Context 
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“Why Students Do Not Prepare for Math 

Placement Exams: Student Perspectives”

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attach

ments/why-students-do-not-prepare.pdf

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/why-students-do-not-prepare.pdf


Guided Pathways Context 
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“Multiple Measures Placement 

Using Data Analytics: An 

Implementation and Early 

Impacts Report”

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publ

ications/multiple-measures-

placement-using-data-

analytics.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/multiple-measures-placement-using-data-analytics.html


Guided Pathways Context 
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Guided Pathways Context 
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“Expanding Access to College-

Level Courses”

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publ

ications/expanding-access-

college-level-courses.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/expanding-access-college-level-courses.html


Guided Pathways Context 
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Guided Pathways Context 
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Key Performance Indicators

“Toward Better College Course 

Placement: A Guide to 

Launching a Multiple Measures 

Assessment System”

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/med

ia/k2/attachments/2018_Multiple

_Measures_Guide_1.pdf

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/2018_Multiple_Measures_Guide_1.pdf


Student Supports & Success



Scale of Adoption Assessment

• Special supports are provided to help academically underprepared 
students to succeed in the “gateway” courses for the college’s major 
program areas—not just in college-level math and English.

• Required math courses are appropriately aligned with the student’s 
field of study.

• Intensive support is provided to help very poorly prepared students to 
succeed in college-level courses as soon as possible.

• The college works with high schools and other feeders to motivate and 
prepare students to enter college-level coursework in a program of 
study when they enroll in college.

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html


Guided 
Pathways and 
Student 
Support

Offer intensive support for students well 
below college level

Utilize co-requisite models for students who 
need some support

Embed and normalize support for all college 
students, particularly in critical courses

Work with high schools on college readiness



Expanding Support

Some colleges are strengthening academic support in critical 
program courses other than math and English, but these efforts need 
to be expanded. 

At most community colleges, developmental education and academic 
support are largely focused on math and English. 

As the colleges work to identify critical courses for program areas as 
part of the mapping process, they are seeing the need to strengthen 
academic support for students in other subject areas as well.

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html


Indian River State College

Starting in fall 2016, the college began providing tutoring for students in all sections of 
selected gateway courses, including Biology 101 and Chemistry 101.

During the first week of class, students take a diagnostic test to identify areas of 
weakness.

In the second week, a tutor visits the class to discuss availability. Thus far, it is up to 
students to decide if they want to use tutors, but the college is considering making 
participation mandatory for students who enter gateway courses with very weak skills.

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html


Northeast Wisconsin Technical College

Assessments are given in the first two weeks of 
class to identify areas where students’ skills are 
weak.

Faculty use the assessment results to refer 
struggling students to academic coaching and other 
support services.

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/publications/implementing-guided-pathways-aacc.html


Turn "Gatekeeper” Courses into “Gateways”

Are we offering intensive 
support for students well 

below college level?

Are we providing co-
requisite support for all the 
students who could benefit 

from it?

Are we providing 
support for all students, 

particularly those in high-
enrollment, high-
failure courses?

Are we working with area 
high schools on college 

readiness to help ensure 
students arrive to campus 

ready for college level 
coursework?



Questions?  


