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• What is the OSCQR rubric?

• What do faculty and students 
think about courses based on 
the OSCQR rubric?

• How is the OSCQR rubric used in 
a course?

• With all of these standards, is it 
possible to be creative?



Many organizations and businesses 
purposefully apply constraints to their 
projects and team members in order to 
boost creativity.

Could this apply to online education?
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At first it seems counterintuitive, but…

Is it possible that because OSCQR provides 
instructors with standards for course 
structure and accessibility, that they are then 
more free to explore creativity in the way they 
deliver content, engage with students, and 
deploy assessments?
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What is the OSCQR rubric?
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OSCQR Course Design and Accessibility Rubric

• The OSCQR rubric consists of 32 

standards focusing on Course 

Design from the Community of 

Inquiry model.

• The rubric is intended to be used 

for course design rather than the 

actual course delivery.

• 18 additional standards regarding 

Accessibility



OSCQR Rubric Resources

https://oscqr.suny.edu/
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• Deeper Explanations

• Examples

• Videos

• Related Resources

https://oscqr.suny.edu/


What do faculty and students [at 
MCC] think about courses based 
on the OSCQR rubric?
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Faculty Feedback
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• How satisfied were you with the 
“end product” – your newly 
developed online course?



Student Feedback
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“Your online class has been the most organized, easy to follow and 
most informative of any online class I have ever taken. I have never 
had a course so clearly laid out and been able to track grading 
progress so seamlessly. My end of the semester professor review with 
have nothing but positive remarks for this course and your style. I have 
taken many online classes from a couple other places and none were 
as well formatted and managed as this.”



How is the OSCQR rubric used in 
a course?
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#16 A logical, consistent, and uncluttered layout is established. 
The course is easy to navigate (consistent color scheme and 
icon layout, related content organized together, self-evident 
titles).
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#18 There is enough contrast between text and background for 
the content to be easily viewed.
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Heading structure is available in 
Blackboard in the text editor. 

#21 Text is formatted with titles, headings, and other styles to 
enhance readability and improve the structure of the 
document.
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#35 A text equivalent for every non-text element should be 
provided (“alt” tags, captions, transcripts,etc.).
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#36 Text, graphics, and images are understandable when 
viewed without color. Text should be used as a primary method 
for delivering information.
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#40 Learners have an opportunity to get to know the 
instructor.
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#46 Criteria for assessment of a graded assignment are clearly 
articulated (rubrics, exemplary work).
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Virtual Tour / Field 
Trip

Recorded InterviewGuest Lecturer / 
Speaker

#29 Course offers access to a variety of engaging resources 
that facilitate communication and collaboration, deliver 
content, and support student learning and engagement.



With all of these standards, is it 
possible to be creative?
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Do course development standards 
constrain creativity or does the 
existence of standards in fact lead to 
creativity?

SUNY CPD Online Teaching: Technology & Educational Resources  Institute 2021



Donna?
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Recent Influences:
• Small Teaching Online (Flower Darby)

• Webinar: Creating an Inclusive 
Online Learning Environment (Dr. 
Benitez, Metropolitan State Universit
y, Denver)

• Bandwidth 
Recovery (Cia Verschelden)



The pursuit of 
creativity in online 
pedagogy

• Increase Student Engagement

• Create a Sense of Community

• Facilitate Learning



explore creativity in.....

• Delivery of content

• Engagement with students

• Creating and Deploying 
assessments



How OSCQR Supports 
Creative Pedagogy:
• Consistent format

• Decrease uncertainty

• Careful attention to course design and 
facilitation

• Backward Design...start with the end in 
mind

• Provide Consistent Engagement

• Scaffold Assignments

• Learning as a partnership



A few ideas.....

• Creating Shared Agreements

• Instructor participates in most online discussions

• Flash Discussions

• Allow multiple modes of assignment completion

• 2-3 Announcements per week

• Collaborative tools such as Google Docs and 
Jamboard

• Presentations submitted on Discussion Board

• Video Quizzes

• Voice feedback on assignments

• Online OER Textbook that corresponds to Modules 
and assignments

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY.

https://owl.excelsior.edu/argument-and-critical-thinking/argument-and-digital-writing/argument-and-digital-writing-argumentative-portfolio-letters/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


For recordings and 
other resources, 
please visit:
www.suny.edu/OTTER


