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MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

STUDENT ASSOCIATION SENATE MEETING

MINUTES FOR

Tuesday, March 27, 2007

Present:

Senators:



President:



Campus Center Advisor:

Senator
Affinito



Kyle W. Madden



Elizabeth Stewart-absent
Senator
Bickel



Vice President:



Faculty Advisor:



Senator
Dentico-absent


Brian Pruden 



Joseph McCauley-absent
Senator
Heffner



Speaker/At-Large Senator



Senator
Lawson



Joe Marini-absent




Senator
Pannoni-absent


Deputy Speaker/At-Large Senator

Senator
Quider



Dan Elliott

Senator Wagoner

Visitors:  Jessica Brown, student; Rob Bodley, Student Music Association; Mike Dentico, RA, Alexander Hall; Tony DiFabio, Peer Mentor; Aaron Johnson, Black Student Union; Joe Marchese, Finance Manager, MCC Association, Inc.; Jodi Oriel, Assistant Director, Campus Center; Dick Ryther Assoc. V.P., Student Services; Lee Strubel, Director, Public Safety. 
I. CALL TO ORDER (2:15  p.m.)

A. Roll Call

(See attendance above)

B. Approval of March 20, 2007 minutes

Deputy Speaker Elliott called for a motion to approve the minutes for March 20 2007.

Senator Wagoner so motioned, seconded by Senator Quider.
A vote was taken.

Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association unanimously approves the March 20, 2007 minutes as written.
II. SPEAK TO THE SENATE

Craig Jeffers, from Tribune Hall, voiced his concern about the poor quality of Internet service at the dorms.  Senator Affinito indicated that she has spoken with Shelitha Dickerson, Director of Residence Life, regarding this problem.  Ms. Dickerson stated that the system has been changed and that the residence halls only receive 5% of wireless capability. They are looking into how to correct this situation.  Mr. Jeffers asked if it could be increased during busy hours and Senator Wagoner indicated that a temporary solution might be to share a Road Runner account with his dorm-mates that is connected straight to the room.  Discussions are ongoing with ETS to increase the bandwidth.
Mike Coutts, the Publicity and Promotions Director of WMCC voiced his disappointment in the way that the MCC Idols event has been conducted this year. He feels that there was a lack of communication between event organizers, SGA,  WMCC, students and the contestants. Mr. Coutts indicated that he felt that promotion for this event should have been more thought out.
President Madden admitted that the event planning process started later than anticipated, but stated that WMCC could have done more to help this event succeed.  He said there was an overall lack of interest this year. He suggested that the event might be changed to another time of day in order not to conflict with music students’ practice time.  He suggested meeting to discuss ways in which to have a more successful event in the future.

Vice President Pruden apologized for his miscommunication regarding this event.  He suggested planning a discussion to follow-up and set up an itinerary to make things run more smoothly.

Joe Marchese,  Finance Manager, MCC Association, Inc., handed out a preliminary draft of the Student Association budget for review.  He gave a brief description of the handout. 
The first section is total revenue. Based on current enrollment projections that have been provided to the Association by the College,  we’re expecting  revenue to remain flat at the current student activitity fee rate.  On the Programming and Expense side, we have budgeted a 2.3% increase.  That relates to increased travel costs, as well as providing an increase to clubs and organizations for their programming purposes.  The last section is Operating Expenses, which is the cost that it takes to run the MCC Association, Inc., including personnel costs and utilities.  These are based on preliminary projections. This is projected to go up 3.7%.  Regarding salary and benefits, the budget includes a cost of living increase for employees and we are experiencing significant increases in health insurance and in worker’s compensation.  The overall budget as it stands, without an increase in student activity fees, is at a deficit of $86,000.  The second page indicates a proposed student activity fee increase that would bridge the gap and allow us to balance the budget.
He suggested that this matter get discussed at the pre-agenda meeting this week, and be on the agenda for next week’s meeting.    

III. REPORTS
A. President’s Report

President Madden…
President Madden began by apologizing for being late. He was  a guest on WXXI Radio. They had a good discussion with other representatives from area colleges concerning matters that affect us. 
I wanted to report briefly on the ASACC conference last weekend.  We met with aides of our representatives and they appeared to be on the same page with us regarding educational funding and the need for it here at MCC and around the Rochester area.  We’ll be getting out follow-up letters to the members this week thanking them for their support.

An update on the issue of smoking on campus.  Clay Munnings has put together a nice survey that we feel will gather the opinions of the student body.  We will be running it by Advisor Stewart when she returns from ACUI and hope to survey students later this week and early next week.  When we get it out, I am calling on all Student Government members to ask for a quick minute in all their classes to distribute it.

Brian Woodard, Assistant Promotions Coordinator, is no longer a member of the government.

Coordinator Kennedy informs me that Roundtable for April is coming together well.  I have asked her to be in touch with clubs and organizations regarding their advertising techniques this year.  The goal is to compile a list of different advertising methods and to discuss which ones are most effective.  This list will serve as a huge tool for future clubs and organizations.

Elections Coordinator Madison Youngman will be wrapping up the final few Elections Workshops for the remaining students interested in running for Election.  Several members of my Cabinet will be assisting her in the final details next month.  Those interested in running, please remember that Elections packets are due on Friday along with your article for the Monroe Doctrine.  

The Touch-In Event for the National Kidney Foundation went well yesterday.  I outlasted most participants and went out third.  Congratulations to student Shakoya Gilmore for winning the event and best of luck in April at the Touch-A-Thon.  A big thank you goes out to everyone who has contributed to the National Kidney Foundation—they appreciate our support.  I appreciate Senators Quider and Elliott, and Madison Youngman, for helping out yesterday as well.

It is important for me to update the Student Government on an issue that I have discussed with many of you regarding MCC’s votes at the SUNY Student Assembly.  Monroe, due to our large student population is entitled to four votes at the Assembly.  At the Fall conference there was a question as to how we would allocate the 4th vote which we received within the past year.  Prior to that, we only had three votes and their allocation was outlined in our By-Laws.  After meeting with SEGA President Trelawney McKnight, we were unable to come up with a method that satisfied SEGA and the Brighton Government.  Both SEGA and I have agreed to send the issue to the Director of Rules and Operations for the Student Assembly, Pete Eraca, to resolve.  I have sent the opinion of our government to Pete and he has stated that he will rule on this issue on April 6.  He is waiting to hear from Damon.  Should the issue be resolved before next week’s meeting, I will inform the Senate at that time.
B. Deputy Speaker’s Report

Deputy Speaker Elliott…
Nothing to report.

C. Speaker’s Report

Acting Speaker Elliott for Speaker Marini…
Good afternoon all, from Atlanta. The ACUI Conference is going well. I have begun to network with students and professional staff from other campuses across the nation. I would also like to announce that the Fall 2007 conference will be held at the University at Buffalo. I have the exact dates and will pass along that information when I return. All is going well. Joe McCauley, Betty Stewart and I had dinner at Ted's Montana Grill with Past Deputy Speaker Gretchen Roseler. We talked about transfer issues that she had encountered when transferring to Georgia State University. 

 

We have visited the Georgia Aquarium, Hard Rock Cafe, the CNN building, and had a special treat Sunday night traveling to the High Museum, which has on loan many gorgeous displays of art from the Louvre Museum in France.
 

Tuesday morning Jamie Smith, the CAB Coordinator, Julie Pannoni, Athletic Senator and I participated in the Run/Walk event to help bring region 2 to victory in the battle of the regions.

 

The weather is great here, shorts and t-shirts every day.  I hope all is going well back home and you all are working hard in my absence. 

D. Senator Reports

Senator Affinito…

Last Tuesday I met with Crystal Myers, Tribune RD who takes care of programming. We talked about ways to get Residence Hall students to come and watch the final performance for Idols. We came up with some great ways, like having a door prize or even making the residents VIP guests to the show. We will be discussing this with  Brian Pruden. 
 

We also talked about having OAU camp out that night, so we could have an after party with movies and snacks in the quad at the residence halls.  If any  student government members are interested in camping out, please let me know. 
 

 

Senator Bickel…
After returning from Washington I spoke with Betty Stewart briefly on the Library committee project and where that was going. The scheduling is still being worked on, once we have everyone's schedules in order we will be meeting up to work on this more, and hopefully get it done.

Senator Haefner…
I recently spoke with Speaker Marini about our booth at the Spring Fling. We have decided to do either a dunk tank, or a whack-a-mole type water balloon booth. We are hoping to do the whack-a-mole booth, however we need to locate an area to both build it, and store it afterwards. Currently I have not calculated the exact price to build this, however after browsing prices on lumber, I do not think it will cost too much.
Senator Lawson…
Being able to walk around campus in costume was lots of fun. It’s not everyday that you see Elvis Presley at MCC.  I am glad that more students took an interest in Idols. This will allow everyone to enjoy the competition.
Senator Wagoner…
This past week I began work on the Binder Assignment handed out by Joe.  There was some confusion about the assignment but I cleared that up with him and I am making good headway.  I've begun to get in contact with the club presidents that I represent and have gotten together an official list of clubs that I represent, sorry that the list is so late in coming.  Hopefully, this list will better prepare the club senators next year in getting in touch with their clubs right off the bat rather than the confusion of this year.  I look forward to completing this binder assignment and leaving something reliable behind for others to use next year.  .  

E. Campus Center Advisor

Campus Center Advisor Stewart…

Attending a conference.  No report at this time.

F. Faculty Advisor

Faculty Advisor McCauley…


Attending a conference. No report at this time. 

.
IV. NEW BUSINESS

1. ACTION ITEMS (Items requiring a Senate vote)

a. Request for Funds
Resolved, that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association approve the request for funds by Peer Mentors in the amount of $500.00 for advertising for the event Speak Out Rochester! 
Deputy Speaker Elliott made a motion to approve the Peer Mentor’s request for funds for $500.00. Senator Wagoner so motioned and seconded by Senator Affinito.
Adele Stockmaster, Peer Mentor, requested funds for advertising for the Speak Out Rochester! event, which is a day-long event to be held during National Child Abuse Awareness Month, to provide an opportunity for survivors, and advocates against abuse to speak out against all forms of childhood abuse, incest, and domestic violence. She indicated that the initial request was for $500.00. This was an estimate of advertising expenses.  After getting actual cost quotes, she would like to amend this request amount to $704.00.
Discussion:

Deputy Speaker Elliott called for a motion to approve the request for funds in the amended amount of $704.00.
Senator Wagoner so motioned, seconded by Senator Haefner.
A discussion ensued regarding how much money was in the contingency and if anyone knew of any clubs or organizations that may be requesting funds in the near future.  It was also indicated that the Holocaust Genocide Studies Project would be requesting $500 next week. Senator Quider indicated that the Engineering Leadership Council may be requesting funds of $500.00 for a trip.
A vote was taken.

Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association unanimously approves the request for funds by the Peer Mentors.

V. QUESTIONS & COMMENTS
President Madden informed the Senate that Diane Dawson of ETS, is in need of financial help to help offset her son’s medical expenses.  If you would like to contribute to this worthy cause, please contact Ellen Mancuso, ext. 2313, Stephanie Allen, ext. 2561, Melissa Burley, ext. 3440 or Pam Kone, ext. 3729 or Kathy Frantz, ext. 2359. 
President Madden indicated that Phase II of the new Residence Halls is going well and they are expected to open on August 1, 2007.
 

Update on Field House.  Final meetings are being held regarding the new Field House. The anticipated groundbreaking is in the fall.
 



 The Wolk Nursing Center Project is set to go up for bid.  Completion is expected next summer.

 

.
The MCC Men's Basketball team finished second in the nation, falling in the Championship match which they     reached  for the first time in the program's history.

 

. 

The MCC Women's Basketball team showed strong after their early exit by winning the consolation tournament.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

At 2:50 p.m., Acting Speaker Elliott called for a motion  to adjourn, Senator Wagoner so motioned, Senator Lawson seconded the motion. The Senate meeting was adjourned.

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Respectfully submitted,

Catherine Higgins
Campus Center Secretary
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