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ore than just a caretaker

HIGHER EDUCATION:
Monroe Community
Coilege interim Prasident
Larry W, Tyree has a
lengthy background in
higher education,

By DAN GOLDMAN

When students and facul-
&% at Monroe Community

College meet interim Presi-
dent Larry W. Tyree, they
wsnally pick up on the fact
that he’s not from around
here. His aceent gives him
away every time,

‘fyree, 64, is native to the
Pensaeols area of Florida,
but liis accent doesn’t sound
entirely Floridian, Its a mix
of Florida, Kansas, Kentucky
and maybe even a lttle bit

Texas,

it tells the story of his ca~
reer. In 32 yvears he has
worked in several states
ac7ross the country,

He retired as president of
Santa Fe Community Col-
lege in Geinesville, #la., in
2001. In the seven years since
hie has served as interirn pres-
ident at four different come
maunity colleges.

“With all these interims,
nothing was planped,” Tyree
sadd. “Tt wasn't the resuit of
some agency or head-hunting
firm. They just happened”

MCC is the fourth interim
position Tyree has filled, fol-
lowing Jefferson Communi-
ty College in Louisville, Ky.;
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College in Overland Park, Kan,; and In-
dependence Community College in In-
dependence, Kan.

After the MCC Board of Trustees
failed to select a replacement for Pras-
ident R. Thomas Flynn earlier this year,
Tyree got a call to gauge his intersst on
the interim position.

“I had known [former MCC presi-
dent] Pete Spina and Tom Flynn and ['d
known of this college for about 20 years,
having been here twice on visits,” Tyree
said. "Tt didn't take me any time at all to
know I'wanted to come here.”

Tyree and his wife, Donna, moved
from Sarasota, Fla. to Webster in August
and worked with Flynn for two weeks to
ease the transition to a new school and
conmununity.

Despite a big ditference in climate, he
likes his temporary home,

“This has been such an embracing,
welcoming place,” Tyree said. “My wife
and I both fee] that we've lived here for-
ever. We've just been so welcomed.”

Tension at the college was obvious
during the original presidential search,
but Tyree suid he has experienced none
of that,

“This is the third institution of this size
that Fve been an interim at and every
one is different in terms of issues,” he
said. “I' tell you, this is the most prob-
lem-free institution that I've been forty-
nate to do ap interim.”

Tyree said his focus is “the tactical
stuff, the daily stuff” He's leaving “the
strategic stuff” to the next president.

Tyree has also taken on work with the
search for the next full-time president.

“Its not in my job description, but then
again I don’t have a job description,” he
said,

Having been involved with seven
searches over his careed, he said he has
alot of expetience and knowledge to of-
fer the search committee,

Janet Glocker, the college’s vice pres-
ident of academic services, had worked
ander both Flynn and Spina. She said
she's impressed with Tyree so fas.
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Fo ' t Larry W.
Tyree is at his fourth different college as an interim pres-
ident,

“When I go to him with a situation, he
has actually seen that situation before at
different schools,” she said. “Different
people, different titles, but he has a
wealth of experience to draw on.

Tyree said if all goes s planned, a new
president will be in place by July 1 of next
vear.

In the past he has found i tough to
leave the interim position.

‘It is tough, You get attached” he
said. “You can't be in a place for nine
months er a year without developing
some bonds or attachments. Then when
you all of the sudden have to leave
those people it’s a bit sad”

Larry W. Tyree's
résumé

interirm president at
Monroe Community
Cultege, Septerber 2008 to pres-
ent

Interiem president at Indepen-
dence Community College, Inde-
pendence, Kan., Movember 2007
to May 2008

i interim president at Johnson
Courty Community College, Qver-
land Park, Kan., July 2606 to june
2007

Professor and director of the ln-
stitite of Higher Education, Uni-
versity of Florida, Gainesville,
August 2002 to May 2006

Executiva director at the Nationai
Aliance of Commmunity and Techni-
cai Colleges, June 2002 to May
2005

Interin president at lefferson
Cormrunity College, Louisville, Ky,
January 2002 to July 2002

! President at Santa Fe Commu-
I ity College, Galnesyille, Fig | May
i 1950 w December 2001

Chancellar at Dallas Cotnty
| Community College District, Dal-

i ias. Texas, February 1988 fo March
I 1880

| President at Gedf Const Compru

| nity College, Panama City. Fla. July
1576 to February 1988
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