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MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

STUDENT ASSOCIATION SENATE MEETING

MINUTES FOR

Tuesday, September 25, 2007

Present:

Senators:



President:


Campus Center Advisor:

Senator
Bickel



Daniel Elliott


Elizabeth Stewart 

Senator
Darrow



Vice President:


Faculty Advisor:

Senator
Haessler



Ronald Quider


Joe McCauley

Senator
Lynch



Speaker:

Senator
Robinson


Matthew Lawson

Senator
Wadach

Senator
Villarreal

Visitors:  Dr. Susan Salvador, Richard Ryther, Student Services; Leah Dyer, Public Safety; Annette Agness, MCC Association, Inc.; Shirley Batistta-Provost, Thomas Priester, Jaime Smith, Campus Center; Jamison Baker, Outflakes; Sean Frischmann, Kristen Walker, The C.A.B.; John Wadach, Shawn Herrmann, Chris Irwin, Engineering Leadership Council; Timothy Cassano, John Colton, Dan Dunham, Capoeira Mandinga; Victoria McDonald, Black Student Union; Monica Bintz, Joshua McKenzie, Nathan Predmore, Jeff Bailey, Caitlin Angelia Hazy, Alex Palacios, Aaron Carpenter, Kevin Malak, Students; Donna Brennan, SA Secretary.

I. CALL TO ORDER (2:15 p.m.)

A. Roll Call

(See attendance above)

B. Approval of September 18, 2007 minutes
Speaker Lawson called for a motion to approve the September 18, 2007 minutes.  

Senator Haessler so motioned, seconded by Senator Robinson.

A vote was taken.

Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association unanimously approves the September 18, 2007 minutes as written.

II. SPEAK TO THE SENATE

Josh McKenzie, MCC student, asked for information about the planning and promotion of the Fall Fest activities, which took place.  In particular, he expressed concern about Movie Night at the Res. Halls.  He felt the advertising was not sufficient and the movies were not appealing.

Speaker Lawson suggested he speak to Sean Frischmann, The Campus Activities Board Coordinator.

Shawn Herrmann and Chris Irwin from the Engineering Leadership Council and Advisor John Wadach thanked the Senate for the help they received from the Student Government in funding their trip to the ASEE Tournament in Hawaii this past June.  They came back National Champions and have been recognized by the MCC Board of Trustees and the County Legislature.  Chris Irwin, current President, mentioned that they are beginning to work on ideas for this year’s competition in Pittsburgh.  

III. REPORTS

A. Senator Reports

Senator Robinson…

· Capoeira Mandinga – she reviewed the club constitution and met with the officers to make sure all of the corrections had been made.  She asks the  Senators to support her in passing this constitution. 

B. Campus Center Advisor

Campus Center Advisor Stewart…

· U-Pass – Mr. Ryther has given her contact information for a representative from the RTS who would like to set-up focus groups to discuss the feasibility of a U-Pass for students who ride the bus.

· Civility Committee – the committee is looking into focus groups, one of which will be a student leader focus group.  She asked that the Student Government set a time after a Senate meeting and get the word out to the student leaders to come to hear what the committee discovered with the surveys and to talk about different ways they can move forward.
IV. NEW BUSINESS

1. ACTION ITEMS (Items requiring a Senate vote)

a. MCC Grupo de Capoeira Club Approval

Resolved that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association Senate approves the charter of the MCC Grupo de Capoeira Club.

The resolution to approve the charter of the MCC Grupo de Capoeira Club came from committee, so a motion to proceed was not necessary.
Tim Cassano, President, John Colton, Vice President, and Daniel Dunham, Secretary for the club were present to answer questions.

There was no discussion.

A vote was taken.

Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association unanimously approves the charter of the MCC Grupo de Capoeira Club.

b. Proposed Smoking Policy Approval

Resolved that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association approve the smoking policy proposed by the Personal Health and Safety Committee and President R. Thomas Flynn, effective when administration deems necessary.

Speaker Lawson called for a motion to approve the new smoking policy.

Speaker Darrow so motioned, seconded by Senator Villarreal.

Discussion:
Senator Darrow asked how the new policy would be enforced.

Leah Dyer, Assistant Director, Public Safety, stated that they will continue to do some of the things they do now; the change in policy is more consistent which may lead to less enforcement being needed; there will be more of an educational campaign with more promotion, publicity, and signage.  

Mr. Ryther stated that the new policy will be much clearer and easier to understand and the signage will be very clear.  This is not a smoking ban; students will still be able to smoke on campus they will be moved away from the buildings.
President Elliott asked about sanctions that are applied when caught smoking in a non-smoking zone.

Mr. Ryther explained that if it is a first offense, the student’s name is put in a database; a second offense is a referral to his office where he has a chat with the student and he reinforces what Public Safety is trying to enforce; and he cannot remember anyone ever being sent to him for a third offense.  Taking an educational approach seems to work.

Concerns voiced by students/staff against the new smoking policy include:


Students are concerned about how this policy gets passed.

Suggested setting up a voting day so more students have a voice in voting for the policy.


With the Rochester weather, a shelter or some sort of covered area should be found.

Have never seen Public Safety enforcing the current policy.

If moved out away from the buildings, it does not give students enough time to get to the smoking area and then to classes on time.


What would be done to meet the needs of the physically disabled?


Students did not receive information about the new policy.

Smokers are now scattered around the campus, if they are all put in one area that will create a more dense area that people have to walk through.

One student suggested doing the same as they do at the Resident Halls; paint a line 25 feet away from the entrance to the building that smokers must stay behind when smoking.


Vice President Quider read a statement from a student in opposition to the new policy.
President Elliott read a statement from a student against the new policy and who states that students should respect the signs around campus and that the current policy should be enforced and signage increased.

Leah Dyer explained that Public Safety Student Interns do the enforcement of the current policy; the current policy does not seem to work.  The Personnel Health and Safety Committee have been wrestling with this idea for a long time.  They looked into shelters and moving the smoking areas away from the buildings.  Their hope is that having a consistent policy will help insure compliance.
Speaker Lawson thanked everyone for voicing their concerns and ended by saying that he agrees that there is a need for a smoking policy but before changing the current policy, Public Safety and others should work on doing a better job of enforcing the current policy.

A vote was taken.
Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association, by a roll-call vote, approves the smoking policy proposed by the Personal Health and Safety Committee and President R. Thomas Flynn, effective when administration deems necessary.

c. Library Committee Approval

Resolved that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association Senate approve the following to serve on the Library Committee: Senator Bickel, Coordinator Jones, and Coordinator Munnings. 

Speaker Lawson called for a motion to approve the above listed students as members of the Library Committee.

Senator Darrow so motioned, seconded by Senator Haessler.
A vote was taken.
Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association approves the following to serve on the Library Committee: Senator Bickel, Coordinator Jones, and Coordinator Munnings. 

d. Events Committee Approval

Resolved that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association Senate approves the following to serve on the Events Committee:  Speaker Lawson, Senator Lynch, Senator Haessler, Coordinator Swarthout, Coordinator Leo, CAB Coordinator Frischmann, Coordinator Bucklin, Coordinator Soderberg, and Coordinator Tellgren.  

Speaker Lawson called for a motion to approve the above listed students to serve on the Finance Committee.

Senator Lynch so motioned, seconded by Senator Darrow.
Discussion:

Vice President Quider explained that this committee is a combination of the events committee and the community service committee.
A vote was taken.
Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association approves the following to serve on the Events Committee:  Speaker Lawson, Senator Lynch, Senator Haessler, Coordinator Swarthout, Coordinator Leo, CAB Coordinator Frischmann, Coordinator Bucklin, Coordinator Soderberg, and Coordinator Tellgren.  

e. Finance Committee Approval

Resolved that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association Senate approve the following to serve on the Finance Committee:  Senator Wadach, Senator Robinson, Coordinator Kurnath, the Service Clubs Senator and the Media Senator.

Speaker Lawson called for a motion to approve the above listed students to serve on the Finance Committee.

Senator Darrow so motioned, seconded by Senator Villarreal.
A vote was taken.
Be it resolved, the Monroe Community College Brighton Campus Student Government Association approves the following to serve on the Finance Committee:  Senator Wadach, Senator Robinson, Coordinator Kurnath, the Service Clubs Senator and the Media Senator.

f. Deputy Speaker Approval

Resolved that the Brighton Campus Student Government Association Senate approves Jennifer Bickel, Liberal Arts Senator, to the position of Deputy Speaker for the 2007-2008 Academic Year.

Speaker Lawson called for a motion to approve Jennifer Bickel for the position of Deputy Speaker.

Senator Lynch so motioned, seconded by Senator Darrow.

There was no discussion.

A vote was taken.
The motion failed.
V. QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

Senator Villarreal explained that his main focus this year will be to work with students who are affected by emotional disorders; he is also working on ways to advertise the Student Government to the student body.
Vice President Quider saw a notice for the Clean Sweep Program in the Student Tribune.  There will be one on October 6 and another on October 13.  He feels this would be a great program for MCC and the SGA to participate in.  Sean Frischmann suggested that he bring that up at one of the CAB meetings.

Victoria McDonald from the Black Student Union stated that members of BSU will be involved with a cleanup out in front of MCC.

Senator Haessler stated that she attended the Hal Sparks program and congratulated The CAB and all of the other students involved for doing a great job.

VI. ADJOURNMENT

At 3:10 p.m. Speaker Lawson called for a motion to adjourn.

Senator Haessler so motioned, seconded by Senator Darrow.  The Senate meeting was adjourned.

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION

Respectfully submitted,

Donna M. Brennan

SA Secretary
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