Green Tip of the Week: Let Your Fingers Do the Driving through the MCC Libraries’ Online Research Resources

Overview of Access and Searching

1. Access: 

· Go to http://www.monroecc.edu/go/library and click the appropriate button

(e.g.,“Find articles & online databases” or “Find books & media at MCC”)

· For “Find articles & online databases”:

· If  accessing them from off-campus, click the “EZProxy” button and log in with your MCC network username and password (if accessing them from on-campus, go directly to the next step)

· Select one of the “Database Categories” links (e.g., “Sciences” or “General/Multidisciplinary”), choose a database from that category, and enter a search

· If you find a full-text article, you can save, email, or print it

· If the full text is not available in that database, click “360 Link to Full Text” to search our other databases for the full text

· If the full text is not available in any of our databases, you may place an interlibrary loan request online via the “ILLiad Interlibrary loan” button from the MCC Libraries webpage; we will try to obtain an electronic or print copy of an article, or a print copy of a book, for you

· For “Find books & media at MCC”:

· Enter a search

· Click “Is it here?” to see whether the item is available or checked out and to note the call number for finding it on the shelf OR click the title link to see more information about the item, then click “All items” to see the availability status and call number

· Go to the LeRoy V. Good Library (Brighton campus) or Damon City Campus Library to get the book or media item; library staff will also send items between the two campuses for your preferred pickup point

2. Search tips – to save your energy when searching (these tips work with many Internet search engines, as well):

· Identify synonyms and related words for your keywords and search on all of them. For example:

energy = energy, fuel, power, etc.

· Put multiple words in quotes to search for them as phrases. For example:

“global warming”

· Add an asterisk to the stem of a word to pull up variants of that word. For example:

sustainab* = sustainability, sustainable (sustain* might be too broad)

Note: an “All Fields” search on sustainab* turns up 116 titles in the MCC Libraries book and media catalog, many of them published in the past two years

· In some of the article and online databases, you can limit results to full text only and/or to a specific type of resource, such as academic/peer-reviewed/scholarly journal articles
