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Call (585) 258-2252 or (800) 767-7539 from
outside Monroe County.

News Tips

Boy Scout Troop 183 Christmas tree sale in Irondequoit. JOHN F. CULLATI JR, IRONDEQUOITROCHESTER VIEW»

Two escape fire in city

Two people safely escaped a two-
alarm fire that damaged a large
21⁄2-story house on Lake Avenue early
Saturday.

Chief SamMitrano of the Roches-
ter Fire Department said the fire was
reported by a cellphone caller, and
Mitrano said investigators believe the
call came from one of the two occu-
pants of 4204 Lake Ave.

Because of the size of the struc-
ture, Mitrano said the first lieutenant
on scene quickly called for a second
alarm.

“The fire appears to have started
on the first floor,” Mitrano said. “The
fire extended up through the second
floor to the attic, creating a lot of
different areas for us to get at in such
a large structure.”

Mitrano said there were no injuries
to occupants or firefighters and the
fire took 39 minutes to bring under
control.

The Greater Rochester Chapter of
the American Red Cross was assisting
the two occupants displaced by the
fire, Mitrano said.

MSNBC analyst to speak at UR

MSNBC political analyst Melissa
Harris-Perry will speak at the Univer-
sity of Rochester next month ahead of
the school’s annual celebration of
Black History Month.

Harris-Perry will deliver the 2013
Martin Luther King Jr. Commem-
orative Address at 6 p.m. Jan. 17. Her
speech will focus on race, religion and
gender in American politics.

Harris-Perry is a host on MSNBC
from10 a.m. to noon on Saturdays and
Sundays. She also appears on Politics
Nationwith Rev. Al Sharpton, The
Rachel Maddow Show, and The Last
Wordwith Lawrence O’Donnell.

She writes a monthly column for
The Nation and is a professor of politi-
cal science at Tulane University.

Harris-Perry has also authored two
books: Sister Citizen: Shame Stereo-
types, and Black Women in America,
and Barbershops, Bibles, and BET:
Everyday Talk and Black Political
Thought.

The free talk will be at the Strong
Auditorium on the River Campus.

Man faces gang assault charge

A Rochester man has been charged
with gang assault after allegedly stab-
bing a man during a fight on East
Avenue.

Marcus Young, 20, of Hillcrest
Street, is charged with first-degree
gang assault, a felony, for allegedly
stabbing a person eight times during a
fight at 2 a.m., Nov. 25, at 336 East
Ave.

Young is being held on $10,000 cash
bail and $75,000 bond.

He is due in court Wednesday.

Events celebrate Hanukkah

Sunday
Kids MenorahWorkshop: Build

your ownMenorah for Hanukkah.
Parents/grandparents should accom-
pany children. Reservations appreci-
ated. 11 a.m. Home Depot, 770 Jef-
ferson Road, Henrietta. Free. (585)
271-0330 or chabadrochester.com.

Monday
Pittsford Menorah Lighting Cere-

mony: Hanukkah party with live mu-
sic, hot chocolate. There will also be a
food drive to stock the Pittsford Food
Cupboard. 6 p.m. Four Corners, Route
31 and Route 96, Pittsford. Free. jew-
ishpittsford.com.
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Pittsford voters will go to the polls
Tuesday to decide on $43 million in im-
provements to school buildings and
athletic fields that could result in a
modest tax increase.

Thecapital improvement project in-
cludes two propositions. The first asks
voters to approve $35.6 million in

spending toupdate school buildings.The
second, which can only pass if the first
passes, would upgrade athletic fields at
the two high schools, including turf and
lights at Sutherland High School.

If just the first proposition passes,
residents wouldn’t see any tax impact
because the project would be funded
with state aid and reserve funds.

Thesecondpropositionwouldcost the
average taxpayer $4.99 a year for 15
years, based on a $250,000 home.

“We’re looking at the ability to have
$43millionofworkdoneandpayingwith
new property taxes of $1.2 million,” Su-
perintendent Mary Alice Price said at a
public information meeting last month.

“That’s an important concept to under-
stand.”

Proposition one includes improve-
ments at all nine school buildings, such
as roofing and sidewalk repairs, door re-
placements, fire alarm systems and
emergency lighting upgrades.

The $7.6 million fields proposition
would fund synthetic turf and lights at
theSutherlandHighSchool stadium,and
newsynthetic turfandtrackresurfacing
at Mendon High School stadium. The
natural fields in the back of Mendon
High School would get refurbished and
drainage would be added as well.

Pittsford vote Tuesday

See PITTSFORD, Page 7B

Projects to improve
school buildings and
fields on the ballot
Megan DeMarco
Staff writer

A dear friend— let’s call her Liz,
since that’s her name—would like a
Christmas goose.

But not just any goose. With few
exceptions, Liz is a vegetarian. And so
the goose she would like to roast this
Christmas is the sort that can reliably
be found fouling your local fairway,
park or pond, hissing angrily at pass-
ersby and generally creating a nui-
sance.

She wants to eat a Canada goose.
So what’s the big deal? Canada

geese are everywhere, and seem total-
ly indifferent to human contact.
They’re pests, they’re environmental-
ly problematic and they’re plentiful.
Plus, I’m fairly confident I could walk
up casually and tackle one.1 Ta da:
Christmas dinner.

But the truth is that I don’t have

that in me. I suspect most of us don’t.2
It’s the suffering, not the killing,

that’s the problem. I think most of us
have that same compunction, which is
why the stories of animals abused and
abandoned so devastate us.

Just last week, a pit bull was found
slashed and beaten, locked in a crate
and abandoned near the train tracks at
Silver andMadison streets.

And Pierre the French bulldog,
found emaciated and stuffed in a bag in
a pet store’s bathroom, became an In-
ternet sensation as he bounced between

Lollypop Farm and foster homes, his
tongue lolling hilariously from his face
the whole time.

NRAMOS@DemocratandChronicle.com

Nestor
Ramos
LOCAL EDITOR

A carnivore’s big, honking double standard

See RAMOS, Page 9B

ABOUT THIS COLUMN

Local editor Nestor Ramos writes a weekly
opinion column about life — as he sees it
— in the Rochester area. Stalk Nestor
online at Twitter.com/Nestor_DandC or
Facebook.com/ROCNestor.

No animals were harmed in the production
of this week’s column.

1 – Just don’t ask a Bills linebacker to do it, unless you want to see

the goose run for 120 yards and two touchdowns.

2 – Also, it’s illegal.

When Anthony Joseph began teaching at Monroe Community College in 1967,
hisofficewas in“thedugout,”crampedquarters—clutteredwithfacultydesks—
at MCC’s main campus on Alexander Street in Rochester.

Lacking equipment for teaching radiologic technology, Joseph had to depend
on local hospitals letting him use some of theirs — freed up in the evenings— so
that his students were properly trained.

Nowadays, Joseph continues as a professor of radiologic technology at MCC,
though learning about X-rays has become one of a multitude of digital skills his
studentsmustmaster.AndtheycandosowiththehelpofanImagingLabatMCC’s
main campus, located on about 300 acres in Brighton.

Such changes are part of MCC’s evolution over the past half century as this

Students use the library at Monroe Community College. CARLOS ORTIZ/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

MCC HITS 50
School has become a doorway to a better life
James Goodman
Staff writer

SeeMCC, Page 9B
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MCC’s growth over the years
As college has become more of a necessity,
MCC’s enrollment has grown, with local resi-
dents seeking skills to meet workforce needs.

* For fall semester of years cited. Excludes enrollment in
nondegree workforce development/contract training classes.

KEVIN M. SMITH/GRAPHICS EDITOR

SOURCE: Monroe Community College

MCC enrollment (1962 to 2012)

715

17,296

GO DEEPER ON DIGITAL
Click on this story at DemocratandChron-
icle.com to view a photo gallery of photos
from Monroe Community College’s first 50
years.
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Imported
Parmigiano
Reggiano
(Zanetti Brand)

Luigi Vitelli
Crushed
Tomato
28 oz can

647-1985
1510 Lyell Ave.

Check out our Holiday items

Mon-Fri 9-5
Sat. 9-3

Spigadoro Pasta
Spaghetti and

Linquine
1 lb pk

$$$$444499

BelGioioso

Kasseri
Cheese

Polly-O
Ricotta

5 lb pk
$2.29 lb

Fresh Frozen
Calamari

Tubes & Tentacles
2222½½½½ lb pk $2.99/lb

SUPER STORE SPECIAL
Pede Brothers Cheese Stuffed Shells 18 oz pk...$1.99 pk
Polly-O Bocconcini 3 lb pk.......................................$13.99 tub

$$$$333359
lb

$$$$777748
bag

$$$$....99

$$$$1145
tub

$$$$888899
gal

$$$$.69lb

Zweigle’s
Natural Casing
Hot Dogs

Fresh
Grapefruit,
Lemons and

Limes

Contadinella
Pomace

Olive Oil

Specials in Effect December 10, 2012
thru December 15, 2012

5/$$$$111100

$$$$888899

ea

lb

1 lb average

White, Red, Pic-Pac

Reko Pizzelle
Anise or
Vanilla
7 oz pk

$$$$222299
ea
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at the Elmwood Dental
Restoration & Implant Center.

RochesterHybridge.com

To register call (585) 461-4949
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by Elmwood Dental Group 1960 S. Clinton Ave.
Regrettably, Hybridge is not a Medicare or Medicaid covered procedure.

FREE Seminar
to understand your dental options.

Space is limited.
Register today!

Monday,December 10th

@ 6:30 pm
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communitycollegemarks
its 50th anniversary since
first taking in 715 stu-
dents in 1962.

From the
start, MCC
has been a
welcoming
institution
for those
seeking
higher edu-
cation,
reaching
out to the
community
with pro-
grams re-
sponsive to
the work-
forceneeds.

Alice
Holloway
Young, who
has served
on MCC’s
board of
trustees
since its first meeting,
tells of the vision MCC’s
founders had in mind.

“This would be open
access — accessible to
anyonewhowants to go to
college,” said Young, who
after serving as board
chair formany years took
onemerita status andcon-
tinues to attend trustee
meetings.

As the price of some
colleges has risen to the
point of exceeding a fam-
ily’s income, a student can
attendMCCpaying $3,140
a year for tuition.

MCC, Young noted, not
only trains students so
that they have “salable
skills,” but also serves as
an academic transfer sta-
tion, where students can
earn a two-year asso-
ciate’s degree and trans-
fer to a four-year college.

Over the past 50 years,
MCC’s enrollment in de-
gree and certificate pro-
gramshasgrown to17,296
students this fall. And the
total is about twice that
when the number of local
residents who are not
seeking a degree but take
courses — often to up-
gradeworkskills—is fac-
tored in.

MCC President Anne
Kresshasputagreaterfo-
cus on connecting with
business and industry —
andformedanewdivision
of economic
develop-
mentand in-
novative
work force
services,
headed by
Todd Old-
ham.

As it is,
the MCC-
educatedwork force adds
about $510 million a year
to the local economy, ac-
cording to a study by EM-
SI, an economic modeling
firm commissioned by
MCC.

Kress has also put an
emphasis on community
collaboration.

“Partnership is criti-
cally important,” Kress
said. “One reason is be-
cause of the students that
we serve. Frequently,
they need services that
are far beyond the scope
of a community college.
Can we provide partner-
ships thatfill in thosegaps
for our students?”

Kress considers the
proposed move of MCC’s

DamonCityCampus from
the Sibley Building in
downtown Rochester to a
cluster of buildings at
Eastman Kodak’s corpo-
rate headquarters as a re-
location that would pro-
vide “the full college ex-
perience” to students.
“That’s what has been
missing at our downtown
campus. Andwe hear that
consistently from our stu-
dents.” she said.

With college comple-
tion increasingly an issue
with community colleges,
Kress hopes to provide
better support services
forstudents.Planscall for
a $40 million Interdisci-
plinary Learning Com-
mons — featuring a new
library with centers to
help students with tutor-
ing and collaborative pro-
jects onMCC’smain cam-
pus.

About 25 percent of
first-time, full-time MCC
students graduate from
the college within three
years.

Creating access

Accessibility to a high-
er education remains a
thread that runs through-
out MCC’s history and
community colleges in
general.

LeRoy V. Good, who
served as MCC’s first
president, stressed the
college’s outreach in a
pamphlet celebrating
MCC’s first decade—say-
ing that “every high
school graduate in Mon-
roe County will have the
opportunity to go to col-
lege.”

Anyone with a high-
school diploma or GED
(General Educational De-
velopment) certificate
can be admitted to a de-
gree or certificate pro-

gramatMCC,while a per-
son without such creden-
tials can enroll in classes
but can’t be admitted to a
degree or certificate pro-
gram. In the past, stu-
dentswho showed an abil-
ity to benefit but didn’t
haveaGEDorhighschool
benefit could be admitted
as a degree-track student
but that changed as a re-
sult of a federal law en-
acted last year.

The first community
colleges—oftencalled ju-
nior colleges — were
launchedmore thanacen-
tury ago as extensions of
high schools. Kress tells
how the concept of “com-
munity” college, which
gradually replaced “ju-
nior,” came from a com-
mission established by
President Harry Truman
looking at higher educa-
tion issues.

The impetus for estab-
lishingMCCwas the need
for more skilled health
care workers and nurses.
Carl Hallauer, who was
president and chairman
of the board of Bausch +
Lomb, is credited with
raising the possibility
with County Manager
GordonHowe, afterbeing
impressed with the com-
munity college in Cor-
ning.

MCC was created by
theMonroe CountyBoard
of Supervisors, the fore-
runner of the County Leg-
islature. The college is
one of 30 community col-
leges that are part of the
State University of New
York system.

In1968,MCCmoved its
main campus from Alex-
ander Street, near down-
town Rochester, to the
much largerBrighton site
on East Henrietta Road,
where a complex of con-
nected buildings was con-

admitted to MCC and a
partner four-year college.
If they fulfill the neces-
sary requirements and
maintain the needed
grade point , the students
transfer to the four-year
school after two years.

Students can also
transfer without this pre-
arranged agreement.
Such programs help ex-
plain why 58.2 percent of
MCC’s 2,896 graduates in
2011 transferred to a 133
different colleges.

One of the challenges
facing MCC and other
community colleges is
keeping tuition afford-
able.

With a budget of $122.3
million this school year,
MCC has seen state aid
drop from 35.9 percent of
its revenue in the
mid-1990s to 30.3 percent
this schoolyear,while stu-
dent tuition and fees now
account for 47.1 percent
of MCC’s revenue com-
pared with 40.8 percent
back then.

But Kress warns
against knee-jerk tuition
increases.

“Itwouldbeeasy to say
that the state cuts us, let’s
just keep passing it along
to students. But there
could be a real conse-
quence to us and to our
students, in terms of ac-
cess, if we do that,” Kress
said.

JGOODMAN@DemocratandChronicle.com

Twitter.com/Goodman_DandC

care workers and nurses,
MCC soon offered many
more programs in such
specialties as data proc-
essing, mechanical, elec-
trical and optical technol-
ogy.

Charlotte Downing, a
1981 MCC graduate, re-
turned to the college in
1987, afterearningabach-
elor’s degree from The
College at Brockport, to
coordinate MCC’s corpo-
rate services.

“As a community col-
lege, we are here to serve
the needs of individuals
and business and indus-
try. They were looking to
upgrade their skills so
corporate services was
the outreach to business
and industry,” said Down-
ing, who is now dean of
curriculum
and pro-
gram devel-
opment at
MCC.

In the
fall of 1991,
a listing of
MCC aca-
demic pro-
grams held
off themain
campus tells of 27 courses
at various high schools,
senior homes, hospitals
and businesses. MCC, for
example, started a lab to
teach basic computer
skills at the General Mo-
tors’ AC Rochester plant
on Lexington Avenue.

A push for stronger
connections with four-
year colleges came from
Peter Spina, who served
as MCC president from
1982 to 1999.

“We were considered,
unfairly in my view, as a
high school with ash-
trays,” Spina said.

Under “2+2” dual ad-
mission model that Spina
established, students are

structed. MCC also took
on a greater presence
with its Applied Technol-
ogiesCenteronWestHen-
rietta Road. And MCC’s
partnership with the city
and county led to the es-
tablishment of the Public
Safety Training Facility
on Scottsville Road.

In 1992, MCC made a
renewed commitment to
the city, establishing the
Damon City Center with
the rental of two floors of
the Sibley Building.

“It was creating anoth-
er point of access. There
were a significant num-
ber of prospective stu-
dentswhofound traveling
to the Brighton campus
difficult. So, consequent-
ly, they did not pursue en-
rollment at MCC — and it
meant really being shut
out of higher ed in gener-
al,” said Emeterio Oterio,
executive dean of what is
now called the Damon
City Campus. He helped
with opening of the down-
town campus.

This fall’s enrollment
of 2,826 students at the
downtowncampuswas al-
most three times the en-
rollment there two dec-
ades ago, though MCC’s
enrollment—bothoverall
and at the downtown cam-
pus — has dipped in re-
cent years.

A year ago, MCC’s
board of trustees recom-
mended relocating the
downtown campus to the
Kodak site. County law-
makers are expected to
vote on Tuesday whether
to approve the county is-
suing $28million in bonds
for a downtown campus.

Making connections

While the impetus for
establishingMCCwas the
need for skilled health

MCC
Continued from Page 1B
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Left, Eileen Doyle works with sophomores Justin Strub and Cheri Parkhouse on body
positioning as part of a radiology technology class at MCC. CARLOS ORTIZ/ STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A secretarial science student uses an electric typewriter at
MCC in the 1970s. PROVIDED PHOTO

Students listen to records in the library at MCC’s former
Alexander Street campus in 1964. PROVIDED PHOTO

Is it just me, or is our
relationship with animals
increasingly strange and
strained? We love our
pets more and more,
while divorcing our-
selves further from
where our food comes
from. Grainy, Bigfoot-
style photos of skinny
bears sadly raiding sub-
urban bird feeders will
get a staggering number
of clicks at Democra-
tandChronicle.com. A
fewmiles away, crimi-
nals are training dogs to
fight each other and
someone is starving the
cutest bulldog you’ve
ever seen.

There isn’t much point
going on and on about
how twisted it is to beat
or starve the family pet.
For people who are in-
clined to do such things

— and there are many—
there’s probably not
much to be done except
to find them a nice cage
of their own someday.

But for those of us
who love and protect our
pets but eat meat without
much guilt — like me and
probably you, too — com-
ing up with a coherent
view of our feelings to-
ward the animal kingdom
isn’t easy; is killing the
goose?

Over the summer, I
visited Seven Bridges
Farm in Lima, which
sells beef and other
meats at the Public Mar-
ket. I drove down to buy
some beef for dinner, but
got an impromptu tour of
the place. The chickens
wander around doing
chicken things and cows
have plenty of room to be
cows. I saw where the
meat I was going to have
for dinner that night had
been born.

I’m not going to go all

animal rights on you
here: I still buy those
strange vacuum packs of
individually wrapped
chicken breasts, pictur-
ing the Seven Bridges
chickens pecking weirdly
at my car tires instead of
whatever caged, mutant
superbird produces the
giant chicken breasts I
eat. We all live with those
kinds of contradictions.

I guess that brings us
back to Liz, her goose
and my plan.

I picture myself
emerging, Apocalypse
Now-style from the re-
tention pond in front of
Marketplace Mall. I will
silently stalk an indiffer-
ent goose as it defecates
loudly on everything in
the blast radius of its
goose-butt. With a sword
—why do malls have
sword stores? I’ve al-
ways found that odd— I
will silently lop off its
head. And on Jefferson
Road, the drivers will

honk louder than geese
ever could.

This plan violates
several perfectly reason-
able state and federal
laws, of course.3 It’s also
insane.

But the goose wouldn’t
suffer, which is more

than I can say for the
chickens I eat. And real-
ly, is it any crazier than
how we feed ourselves
now?

3 – Plus, goose season doesn’t start until

after Christmas.

Ramos
Continued from Page 1B


