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In the past two decades, the commmmity college has
experienced tremendous growth, By providing affordable,
accessible, and rigorous acadeniie progruns, the communily
college has come to occupy 2 significant place iIn American
higher education. For those of us who feach and administer
programs in the humanibies, two issues deserve owr immediate
attention: the ever-increasing numbers of diverse, new learsers
enrotling in our classes and the urgent need to massert the
value of 2 humanities-based education. "d like to propose that
by establishing an authentic undergraduate research program
in the humanities we can address both of these compelling
realities.

Any underpraduate research/creative program sharss a
familiar core of essential features. Whether the program is
designed as a capstone experience or embedded throughout
the curriculum snd whether the program is administered
within 2 single academic department or directed by a
humanitiss-wide allisnce of stakeholders, those defining
characterigiics remain siable and ever-present. We might
wdentify those commonalities in the following way: a
collaborative student-faculty refationship; a student-managed
independent research/creative activity; an active learning
environment; sn efforn to create new knowledge; a public
sharing of resulte; and an evaluative process that measures
quality. Any undergraduate research program in the
homanities in the compmunity college, then, must address
and promote each of these mndividual features.

The benefits of independent research or creative activity
are well-documented. These opportusities strengthen
communication skills, develop essential critical and analyt-
ical strategies, nurture an appreciation for diversity, and
promote the integration of knowledge From several discip-
lines. In addition, such an initiative demands applied learning,
champions ethical behaviors, and demonstrates the need for
coliaboration. In short, such an opportunity should kelp o
better shape the student who will succeed in this newer, more
corpetitive, and globally-oriented world,

1 think that most of us were altmeied o the humanities
because of its transformative pedagogy. Regardiess of our
disciptine or departmental affiliation, we ali share a pedagogy
- 1 very real and daily ways — that embraces active learning,
that delights in interdisciplinary methodologies, and that
uitimately empowers our students. I we are to effectively
sducate the next genorution of engaged and active citizens,
we must consider the ways in which we can incorporaie these
research/creative opportunities into the curriculum. As we
iransition from one century to the next and from one mode!
of teaching and leamning o the pext, we should make certain
that the humanities occupies 2 centrad role in that change.

By keeping this opportunily before us, we help o define our
ever-evolving disciplings and 4o promote our continuing
yitality and relevance.

in an efford to begin this conversation, the Commurity
College Humanities Review will sooh publish my article
“Promoting Undergraduate Resvarch and Cregtive

"Opportanities at the Community College.” In the article, Ty

fo offer some practical advice to those facuily and
administrators interested in establishing such a program.
Because the emergence of vadergraduate resessch initistives
in the 1960s were tied to the sciences, in part as a response to
percetved Soviet advances, the opportunities for under-
graduate research in the humanities have always been more
difficult. It is even more difficult to establish a robust and
meaningful undergraduate research program at the community
college. Indeed, there are many significant obstacles to
overcome 1n promoting such curricula revision af the
community college. ;

In some departiments, Boully, B 2 variety of reasons, mav
not chose o support such an initiative. Some faculty may
Barbor the belief that because of the wide ranging abilities of
students such an inffiative remains bevond the grasp of the
majority of these students. In short, some faculty and staff
will argue that community college students are not able to
participate in this kind of activity. Other obsiacles inchude 2
fack of stitutional support and the lack of adequate resources
to operate such a program. My approach is to imagine 2
parinership between key faculty and administrators and to
plot a series of essential tasks: inventory of current practices,
humanities-wide workshop, development of potential
curricular models, strategic planning, and implementation,
Hopefully the articlke will provoke further discussion and
more comprehensive desipn and assessment sirategies.

As representatives of the diverse disciplines housed in the
umaniiies, we are in an ideal position o influsnce curriouls
reform, As critical and reflective teachers, we know best how
o prepare students for the ethical and intellectual challenges
of this century. Over 170 years ago, Emerson, in his now
iconic “The American Scholar,” dizmissed the graduating
student-scholar as the “pawot of other men’s thinking” By
allowing our students the opportunity to participate in such a
research/oreative initiative, we begin to rescue them from such
“sere remszing.” Such a program champions the fundamental
values of 2 humanities cursiculung to integrate knowledye
and information across disciplinary boundaries; to promote
a global perspeciive; o develop strony communication skills:
to highlight moral and ethical responsibilities; and 1o
encourage spphicd learming, These opporiunities will only
enfimnce intellectusl development, creating a life-long passion
for learning,




