
MCC's new downtown campus opens for classes 
By Spectrum News Staff 

Updated Tuesday, September 5, 2017 at 11:17 AM EDT 

 

 

 

ROCHESTER, N.Y. -- The corner of State Street and Morrie Silver Way in Rochester has some new 
energy as MCC students are heading to class at the new downtown campus for the first time. 

MCC now occupies seven floors of a portion of Kodak's State Street property. 

"To think that MCC is able to carry on a legacy in a brand new way; that is extraordinary," said Dr. Joel 
Frater, MCC executive dean-downtown campus. 

It took $78 million to transform the space into what MCC calls "urban cool" with learning commons, 
students lounge, cafe and bookstore. There's even a fitness center. 

Kimberly Statt went to MCC's former Damon City Campus. She's looking forward to calling the new place 
home. 

"If you are nervous this is the best place to start, because you can find yourself here," Statt said. 

For the first time, MCC and RTS are offering MCC students and staff free bus rides between MCC's 
Brighton Campus, Downtown Campus and the transit center. 

Approximately 2,100 students are registered for classes at MCC this year. 

 

 

 



 

MCC students start a new 
downtown experience 
By RANDY GORBMAN • SEP 5, 2017 

MCC students who use the downtown Rochester campus started enjoying 

their new digs Tuesday morning. 

The front desk in the lobby at the 
building next to the Kodak 
Headquarters Tower was well 
staffed with student volunteers, 
teachers and college officials, 
handing out snacks, and 
directions to many of the students 
who were coming into the first 
building for the first time and may 
not have been exactly sure where 
to go. 

But it’s a welcome change for a lot 

of students and staff who had 

come over from the former downtown Damon Campus in the Sibley 

building.  Student Kim Statt says the floor plan in the new space makes it 

easier to learn and collaborate. 

“Excited for the new opportunity, the new atmosphere, we’re hoping to keep it 

nice and homey like before, but we have more floor space, so we can spread 

out and not be on top of each other.” 
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Marjorie Rolleston teaches 
English for speakers of other 
languages, and she says an 
advantage for students she 
teaches includes the fact it's 
more convenient to the bus lines. 

“For one thing, a lot of my 

students ride the number 10 bus 

right down so this is going to be a 

really convenient location for 

them, because most of my students take the bus anyway, so this is going to 

be an easy location for them.” 

Joel Frater is executive dean for the downtown campus, and he says it’s all 

about preparing students for the future. 

“It’s about high quality service and it’s about demonstrating to students that 

we believe strongly in their success, this has to be done in tangible ways.” 

The new campus also includes a 
student cafe, and other spaces for 
students to congregate. 

The campus houses about 2,000 

students. Officials say there are 

still a few finishing touches they’ll 

be working on in the days ahead.  
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