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Rochester, N.Y. (WHAM) - Monroe County is celebrating its committment to 
being sustainable. 

The new MCC downtown campus earned LEED Gold certification for 
sustainability in building. The Gold certification is the second-highest rating 
that LEED can give to a building. 

The campus has a green roof and a double-paned wall of windows along 
State Street. 

The campus is projected to save $117,000 annually through green building 
practicies. 

“The sustainable building practices Monroe County embraced in MCC’s new 
Downtown Campus will protect local taxpayers and our environment for years 
to come,” said Monroe County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo. 

Eighty percent of all construction waste was diverted from landfills and fifteen 
percent of the materials purchased for the project were manufactured using 
recycled materials. 
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MCC's fifth floor green roof is one of its most 

sustainable features and contributed to its gold 

LEED certification. 
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The High Falls area is being rebranded 

into an eco-district and Monroe 

Community College is quickly becoming 

a key player in the transition. An eco-

district is an area focusing on 

sustainability. 

The College’s State Street campus has received a gold LEED certification from the 

United States Green Building Council. It’s the second-highest certificate the Council 

gives out through its Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design. Local officials 

and school administration said it’s an important honor considering the school’s 

ongoing efforts to prioritize sustainability and as a key player in the High Falls area 

being rebranded into an eco-district. 

“[It’s] important to us because education is about the future,” said Dr. Anne Kress, 

president of MCC. “We’re not simply educating students for today. We want a world 
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that they can go into. That they can raise their own children in and that their 

children’s children can still be coming back to this campus.” 

 
Information posted all around the green roof also raises the environmental IQ of students and 

staff at MCC. 
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Some of the most notable features on the campus include a green roof on the fifth 

floor. It filters and reuses rain water. There is also a row of double-paned windows 

on the street level and many of the projects were constructed using recycled 

materials. 

The entire campus construction cost about $78 million. It was mostly funded by the 

county and the State University of New York. County Executive Cheryl Dinolfo said 

another investment of $680,000 went into sustainability projects. 
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“Monroe County sustainability efforts have a dual impact,” she said. “They're as 

much about protecting the environment as protecting our taxpayers as well…. 

Because of those investments this campus is going to save $117,000 each year in 

energy costs. We’re going to see a full return on our investment in just seven years.” 

Kress said the school’s looking forward to working with the eco-district. It’s MCC’s 

fourth Gold-certified building with other facilities on its Brighton campus. Dinolfo 

said the certification joins other projects in the county -- and she took the time to 

reiterate her commitment to both the environment and taxpayers. 

“It’s incredibly important that we recognize the importance of sustainability,” she 

said. “As I said before we live in a beautiful community. Whether we’re talking 

about our incredible parks, our natural waterways, it’s our environment, our Earth, 

it’s ours to protect and sustain for generations to come.” 


